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Mrs. S QUIR E. 


MAD A M, 


N great afflictions there is a time, when 

the attempt to conſole only aggravates 
diſtreſs; and the language of pity ſerves 
but to encreaſe the ſoul's anxiety. The 
lenient hand of time, and the calm perſua- 
ſions of our divine religion, will alone pro- 
duce that acquieſcence in the diſpoſals of 
Providence, which is the immediate duty, 
and the trueſt conſolation of human Crea- 


tures. 


It is on this account that I have fo long 
forborne the tender office I now undertake, 
of condoling with you on our mutual lofs : 
a loſs, great indeed to me; yet very ſmall 


in compariſon of whatYou have ſuſtained. I 


have loſt a valuable and never enough to be 
eſteemed Friend ; but You, Madam, in that 
A Friend 
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Friend have loſt an Huſband, and your 
Children a Father, as excellent, I may tru- 
ly ſay without derogating from any man's 
merit, as ever yet was called by thoſe af- 
fectionate names. 

The ſincere and pleaſing friendſhip | in 
which you, Madam, and our dear Biſhop 
ſo happily lived together, muſt render, I 
am perſuaded, that argument of conſola- 
tion, which I have preſumed to offer, pecu- 
liarly affecting and ſatisfactory. It is, it 
will be the joy of your future life, to look 
back with a tenderly painful remembrance 
on what is paſt, to look forward with a 
joyful well-grounded hope to the bliſsful 
hour, which ſhall reſtore you to Him in 
Heaven, whom you ſo faithfully loved up- 
on Earth. 

With a conſtant view to that defirable 
period, you will continue to exert thoſe 
offices of love towards the ſurviving pledges 
of your affection, which were the delight 
of you both, while Providence bleſſed you 
together: and for which he hath rendered 
YOU more amiably capable, in ſome mea- 
ſure to ſupply the defect of fo worthy a Fa- 
ther's counſel and guidance. 
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I know it would delight you to ſee, I 
am ſure. it would no leſs delight me to 
draw, if I were able, the true and lively 
picture of his character, whoſe name and 


memory muſt for ever be dear to us. His 


ſocial virtues, as an Huſband, a Father, a 
Relation, a Friend, a Maſter, thoſe who 
beſt knew Him, will always moſt admire 
and praiſe: Alas! Madam, we think with 
anxious concern of the exquilite ſenſibility 
of his affectionate heart! | 

His learning and abilities appear from his 
writings; and, we hope, you will ſuffer 
them to appear {till brighter by indulging 
the world with ſome of thoſe learned and 
elaborate performances which he hath left 
behind, Have we not reaſon to apprehend, 
that his indefatigable application to labours 
of this kind, was one cauſe of haſtening that 
loſs, which we muſt ever deplore ? 

A3 a Pariſh-Miniſter, he was exact and 
conſcientiouſly diligent in the diſcharge of 
his duties; manly and engaging in the Pulpit; 
and ever ready in private to diſcharge the 
meaneſt offices of his function. In his epiſco- 


pal ſtation, na man exerted himſelf more, du- 
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ing the ſhort pericd he filled that high office. 
Zealous to reform all abuſes in the extenſive 
Dioceſe, over which the Providence of God 
call'd him to preſide, and which he viſited 
conſtantly ; ; making it his labour to know 
its true ſtate, and to conſult by all means 
in his power for the advancement of our 
holy religion in it: Careful to ſeek out and 
to promote, without any ſolicitation on 
their part, promiſing and capable young 
men; many of whom, in the little ſpace 
he enjoyed the Biſhoprick, have been ad- 
vanced by him: Nice in his examinations, 
cautious in his admiſſion to Orders, and an- 
xious to repel every perſon of unbecoming 
character and conduct from the ſacred func- 
tion: Hoſpitable to a degree beyond moſt 
of his predeceſſors; tho ſome, of tho 
nobleſt nature and moſt generous diſpoſi- 
tion have not long ſince preceded his Lord - 
ſhip in that Dioceſe : Eaſy, affable, and 
polite in his manner; always ſtudious to 
give the converſation ſome learned and uſe- 
ful turn, and treating his Clergy with ſuch 
engaging condeſcenſion, that it was dith- 
cult to ſay, whether they left his preſence 


moſt filled with reſpect or affection. In 


ſhort, 
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ſhort, in public life he was exemplary, in 
private life amiable; a ſteadfaſt friend, a 
ſincere Chriſtian, and a truly loyal ſubject to 
a Prince, - whoſe virtues it was always his 
pleaſure to recount z as it was his peculiar 
honour to have received the earlieſt marks 
of his royal favour, 

It is with a melancholy ſatisfaction that 
I pay this little tribute, and drop this grate- 
ful tear, over the good Biſhop's memory, 
which I muſt ever honour. For Icould ſooner 
forget myſelf, than the pleaſing diſtinction 


he gave me; than the friendly intercourſe 


we lately enjoyed ſo happily together; than 


the fayours which he beſtowed upon me, in 
ſo fatherly ſo obliging a manner : for what 
his Lordſhip ſaid of one of his patrons, was 
equally true of himſelf; “ fo kind and ob- 
„ liging was his manner in conferring fa- 
*© Ours, that it added a double prenture to 
e the receiver.“ 


HFappy ſhall I think myſelf, if any atten- 


tion on my part can ever prove acceptable 
to You, Madam, and your beloved little 
family. Duty and gratitude, will always 
demand from me the ſincereſt attachment; 
and while we continue ſometimes to re- 


flect 


—— ä 


(vn) 
flect together on the great, the, in ſome 
meaſure, irreparable loſs we have ſuſtained ; 
let us, at leaſt, thankful for the comforts 
we have enjoyed, ſupport ourſelves with 


Ft the ſtrong conſolation, that a good and 
3: | merciful Providence is over us,—a gracious 
0 11 | i ww 4 . 
3:38 and almighty Father; who, when judging 
13 $7) - . . b 
[3 1:8 it right, will remove us from every afthc- 
| N | | tion, and give us to our Friend, to Himſelf, 
1 to endleſs and uninterrupted felicity. 
1 1 a 
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Wil J With the trueſt Regard, 
wt Your moſt Sincere 
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T is proper juſt to add, that the late S- 
MUEL SQUIRE, D. D. Lord Biſhop of 

St. Davids, was the Son of Mr. Squire, of 
Warminſter, in Wiltſhire, where he was 
born in the year 1714. He was educated 


at St. 7o/n's College, Cambridge, of which 


he became a Fellow : Soon after the Biſhop 
of Bath and Wel's, Dr. Wynne, appointed 
him his Chaplain, and preſented him to 
the Arch-deaconry of Bath. In 1748, he 
was preſented by the King to the Rectory 
of Topsfield in Ifſex: and in 1749, when 
the Duke of Newcaf//e was inſtalled Chan- 
cellor of Cambridge, he preached one of 
the commencement Sermons, and took the 
degree of Doctor in Divinity. In 1750, he 
was collated by Archbiſhop Herring to 
the Rectory of St. Ann, Weſtminſter, then 
vacant by the death of Dr. Pelling, being 
his Grace's option on the See of London, 


and for which he reſigned his living of 


Topfield in {favour of a relation of the Arch- 
biſhop's, who now holds it. Soon after 
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(vii) 
Dr. SQuIRE was preſented by the King to 
the Vicarage of Greenwich in Kent; and 
on the eſtabliſhment of the houſehold 
of the Prince of Wales, (his preſent Ma- 
Jeſty) he was appointed His Royal High- 
neſs's Clerk of the Cloſet. In 1760, be 
was appointed to the Deanery of Briſtol, 
and in 1761, on the death of Dr. Ellis, to 
the Biſhoprick of St. Davide, being the firſt 
perſon promoted to a Biſhoprick by his 
preſent Majeſty after his Acceſſion to the 


Throne. He died on the 7th Day of May, 
1766, 


Biſhop SQUIRE's publiſhed Writings are, 


I. Plutarch's Treatiſe de J et Ofrride, in 
Greek and Engliſh, with large Notes. 


N. B. the Biſhop had a deſign in his ear- 


lier days to have publiſhed ſeveral parts of 
Plutarch's works in this manner, ſome of 
which he had prepared for the Preſs. 

2. An enquiry intothe nature of the En- 
gliſh conſtitution ; or an hiſtorical Eſſay 
on the Anglo-Saxon Government, both in 
Germany and England. An uſeful and ex- 
cellent Treatiſe, which his Lordſhip 

before 


(i +) 

before his death had carefully reviſed and 
improved, with a view to a new Edition. 

3. The ancient hiſtory of the Hebrews 
vindicated ; or Remarks on the third volume 
of The moral Philoſopher : Camb. 17419 þ 
This tract being publiſhed without a name, * 
has not been known according to its merit. 5 
However it has been well received and {| 
ſpoken of abroad: A particular account is 
given in it of the Hicſos or Shepherd 
Kings in Egypt. | 1 

4. Two Eſſays. 1. A Defence of the 
ancient Greek Chronology ; 2. An Inquiry 


into the origin of the Greek Language, | 
| Camb. 1741. | 
| 


ſable ; or a ſerious, impartial and practical 
Review of the certainty, importance and 
harmony of natural and revealed Religion. 4 
Lond. 1758. This work was drawn up by f | 
| the Biſhop, when Clerk of the Cloſet to his | 
| preſent Majeſty, to whom it is dedicated. It | 
| has been well received ; and is principally 

deſigned and calculated for the uſe of the | 
| young and inferior Clergy, who are not | 
| able to procure larger works in defence of - 
their Religion, j 
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6. The principles of Religion made eaſy 
to young perſons, in a ſhort and familiar 
Catechiſm. By the approbation of the 
Princeſs of Wales, drawn up for the uſe of, 
and by the Biſhop dedicated to, the late 
Prince Prederick William. 

Beſides, theſe, the Biſhop publiſhed ſeveral 
ſingle Sermons; amongſt which we muſt 
particularly mention that before the Go- 
vernors of the Small-Pox Hoſpital. Some 
Poſthumous works, to which he had put 
his laſt hand, are left behind, which, it is 
hoped, will be publiſhed in due time. 


i 


1 0 ** ; 1.4 23S * ene 
4 : {ds rb i 2-4, : e 17 
1+. eee vos e. 15 "FRETS : 184 * 2 | 
WOW PI OS I EINE 


| 
| 


E 


2 Samuel xii. 23. 


Now HE 1s DEAD, WHEREFORE SHOULD 
I rasT? CAN I BRING HIM BACK 
AGAIN ? I SHALL GO TO HIM : BUT 
HE SHALL NOT RETURN TO ME, 


O Contemplation can be fo in- 
tereſting, and, if properly pur- 
ſued, ſo beneficial, as that of 
DEATH: For in this all men are alike 
concerned: It is the only thing” where- 
of all men are abſolutely certain; and its 
conſequences are in the. higheſt degree 
important, as they reſpect a ſtate, which 
is not only eternal, but unalterable. 

It is wiſe therefore to contemplate death, 
and to apply every argument which may 


diminiſh his terror. I would offer one 


ſuch argument to reconcile us more and 
more to the ſtroke of this conqueror ; 
who muſt one day triumph over our mor- 
tal part. And ſurely every additional ar- 
gument to ſo deſirable an end muſt be 
ſatisfactory to our ſouls; and adminiſ- 
ter conſolation to us amidſt the unavoid- 
5 B ble 
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able evils of this uncertain world; where 
death is every day exerting his power, and 
giving us freſh and ſtriking inſtances of the 
flight tenure by which we hold our preſent 
+ - JET | 

The argument then, I would offer, is 
That which afforded the royal DA vID 
comfort, and which he has fo finely ex- 
preſſed in the words of the text: Now he 
is dead, wherefore ſhould I faſt ? Can Ibring 
him back again? I ſhall go to Jum: but he 
ſhall not return to me. 

Here then is the grand balm for the af- 
flicted mind ; Here is one of the moſt plea- 
ſing ſupports againſt the fear, (always con- 
ſidered as ſubordinate to that firſt and great- 
eſt ſource of comfort, Faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt ) Here is one of the moſt engaging 
incitements to a glad reception, of the meſ- 
ſenger of death: * The certainty, the 
glorious and tranſporting certainty, that 
we ſhall meet again and enjoy thoſe be- 


loved friends, who have got the ſtart of us 


in the courſe of life, and are firſt happily 


admitted to our Father's houſe. ” 


In this view, Dying is To live: For what 


is life, but the enjoyment of thoſe we love? 


And who would wiſh to drag out a mifer- 
a. 5s able 


L# 1 


able exiſtence here below, ſecluded from all 
the pleaſures and endearments of friendly 
ſociety; denied all that intercourſe of 
hearts, which gives to life its true reliſh ; 
and condemned to a ſelfiſh, ſolitary, low 
ſtate of being, neither loving, nor being 
loved ? | 7. 

Such an exiſtence, truly ſpeaking, is 
death. And if, by the providence of God, 
we are reduced fo far to ſuch a kind of ex- 
iſtence, as not to have oſt the heart, but 
to have loſt thoſe, who dwelt, as it were, 
in that heart's affection; certainly the diſ- 
miſſion from hence, which reſtores us to 
' thoſe objects of our affection, can never 
with propriety be deemed an evil: It 
muſt always be confidered as the moſt de- 
firable good. | | 

We all ſenſibly feel the pleaſure of meet- 
ing a friend truly valued and eſteemed, af- 
ter long abſence, though that friend, as 
well as ourſelves, ſtill retains thoſe many 
imperfections to which human nature 
is ſubject. Let us but confider our 
departed friends in this view ; as abſent 
from us for a ſeaſon ; and while we keep 
up in our minds a tender remembrance of 
them, we may eafily conceiye the exalted 
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ſatisfaction we ſhall enjoy, when the yoy- 
age of our life is over, and we are met 
upon the celeſtial ſhore by thoſe, who .in 
life have been dear to us, as our own 
fouls; whom. we ſhall now ſee, and by 
whom we ourſelves. too ſhall be ſeen, not 
clothed with the robes of mortality and 
imperfection, but adorned with the perfect 
glories of immortality, incorruption and 
truth 

Oh how tranſporting then, to mingle, 
converſe, intereſts, amities! To recol- 
lect the paſt endearments and mutual good 
offices 1n this dangerous world, thro' which 
we have fo happily ſteer d! To pour out 
our mutual thankſgivings to the great Au- 
thor of our bliſs! mutually to contem- 
plate and admire all his mighty works of 
mercy and of love! and to pals an eterni- 
ty in conſummate reciprocations of affecti- 
on; which fin ſhall never diſcredit, forrow 


ſhall never damp, and which the fear and 


pain of parting never more ſhall interrupt! 
Strange indeed muſt be the hearts, which 
are inſenſible to expectations high and ex- 
quiſite as theſe: And theſe are the expec- 
tations, —nay, I ought to ſay more. Theſe 


are the great, the intereſtin grealities, which 


every 


[2] 
every true believer hath before his eyes: 
And in this light, who can fear death, or 
imagine it an evil * 

Indeed, to the true Chriſtian, there is no 
ſuch thing as death. The bleſſed Redeemer 
hath fo far removed that curſe and conſe- 
quence of the fall, as to aſſure us, that he 
«who believeth in Him ſhall never die . Tho 
therefore our mortal part muſt neceſſarily 
ſubmit to corruption, and the grave; yet 
the ſoul never knows diſſolution: but im- 
mediately on departing from the body, paſ- 
fes from death unto life, and enters into that 
world, where is every object of its deſire ; 
where it is admitted to the God whom it 
has loved and longed for upon earth, and 
to the ſociety of thoſe whom it hath held 
moſt dear. The worldling, on the contrary, 
who leaves behind him all he holds dear, and 
enters into a world, where he hath neither 
hope nor treaſure, may be truly /aid to ave. 
But the death of the Chriftran to this world, 
is only a reſtoration to life, or, properly, a 
beginning to live: And in this view again, 
can we eſteem death any other than the 
moſt ſubſtantial good? 

Few of us continue ſo ſhort a time in 
this 
+ John 11. 26. 
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1 
this world, as to have no friends precede 
us in the journey of life. If we are cut off 
young ourſelves, it ſeldom happens, but we 
have ſeen ſome of our companions go be- 
fore us. But if we grow up to man's eſtate, 
and continue for ſome time in life, we have 
generally many trials of this ſort. We are 
frequently called to the mournful office of 


attending a dying friend, of cloſing the 


eyes of a valued relation, and affectionate 


companion; and it frequently happens 


to thoſe, whoſe lives are extended to a con- 


ſiderable ſpan, that almoſt all whom they 


love and hold dear, quit the ſtate before 
them, and leave them, poor ſolitaries, 
in a dark and deſerted world! But how re- 
freſhing the thought, that the period cannot 
be far diſtant, which ſhall reſtore all thoſe 


ſeparated from us, to our fight and embra- 


ces! How refreſhing the thought, that we 


are going to a place, where we have al- 
ready ſo many friends, expectant of our 
approach, and earneſtly deſirous to receive 
us !—'Tell us not that this is death: It is 
returning home : It is a reſtoration to our 
country, our houſe, and all we love beſt, 


after a fatiguing and dangerous voyage, over 


al 
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an ocean vex'd with tempeſts, and abound- 
ing with rocks and ſhoals. 

And think you the Mariner, who for 
many months hath been toſs'd on ſuch an 
ocean, whoſe well-nigh foundering veſſel 
can ſcarce longer endure the conflicting 
ſhock of winds and waves ; think you, that 
he enters the harbour which gives him to 
his country, to his home, to his wife, to his 
children, to his friends: Think you that 
he enters that harbour with terror and diſ- 
may? Oh Chriſtian —Thou art this Ma- 
riner! Learn then to enter the bliſsful 
port of death, nay, rather, I will ſay, of 
life, with affections like his, who conſi- 
ders himſelf returning to friends moſt en- 
dear'd, to poſſeſſions moſt valued. 

It is generally the bittereſt part of death, 
it is always the bittereſt part to good minds, 
to leave behind thoſe whom they love. But 
how conſolatory a thought ariſes from 
hence, That all thoſe left behind muſt 


ſooner or later come to that place where 


we are arrived! That tho' we can no more 


return to our friends, they muſt aſſuredly 
come to us; and give us the inexpreſſible 


happineſs of participating our joys; joys 
which can never cauſe envy; for they will 
be 
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be more than ſufficient to gratify the am- 
pleſt deſires of all: They will be like a 
ſun, ever ſhining, never withdrawing itſelf ; 
for they will proceed from that glorious 
Sun of Righteouſneſs, the unexhauſted 
fountain of all good, the unchangeable 
light and glory of the New Jeruſalem. 

It is no uncommon thing in the world, 
to hear commended, and to find choſen 
for habitations, places to which numbers 
reſort, becauſe at one period or another, 
there is an high probability of ſeeing there 
our different friends and acquaintance : 
this is thought a recommendation, (and 
doubtleſs a moſt defirable one it is,) of ſuch 
places: It is founded on that amiable 
principle in the human heart, which unites 


and endears us to each other. How eligible 


then, in this view, muſt be that future 


world, that kingdom of univerſal reception, 


to which every pilgrim below is unerringly 


directed, and at which eyery pilgrim muſt 
- undoubtedly arrive! Not a friend left be- 
-hind, but we ſhall one day welcome thi- 
ther: Not a friend left behind, but ſhall 
one day glad our expecting eyes, and add 
by his arrival augmentation to our bliſs ! 


It 


n 
| It was this reflection which filled the | 
heart of the aged CaTo with ſo much | 
comfort, and cauſed him to cry out in that 
ever memorable and moſt pleaſing manner, 
upon the view of his departure from this | 
ſhort and uncertain life: O glorious day! | 
when I ſhall quit this impure and corrupted | 
multitude, to join myſelf to that di- 
vine and happy company of great ſouls, | 
who have quitted the earth before me! 
There I ſhall find not. only thoſe illuſtrious | 
perſonages, but alſo my CaTo, who, I can | 
ſay, was one of the beſt of men, of the beſt 
nature, and the moſt faithful to his duty. | 
I have laid his body upon that funeral pile 
| whereon he ought to have placed mine: 
But his ſoul has never left me; and without | 
lofing ſight of me, he is only gone before | 
into a country, where he knew I ſhould 
ſoon rejoin him.” * If this hope made fo 
great an impreſſion upon the ſoul of a Pa- 
gan, what ought it not to do, upon that of 4 
a Chriſtian? | 
Such is the conſolation, which every true 
Chriſtian may derive from this fine ſenti- 
ment of David's, Wherefore ſhould T faſt ? : 


| * See Cicero de Senectute. 
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Can Tcauſe him to return? I ſhall go to him, 
but he ſhall not return to me. 
It is but juſtice to the argument how- 
ever, briefly to obviate an objection, which 
appears to ſtagger ſome, and which, if it 


were true, would invalidate all we have 


ſpoken. Some have thought that mutual 
knowledge will not take place in the future 
world : An idea, which they ſeem to have 
imbibed principally from the difficulty of 
accounting for the ſtate of our minds in a 
kingdom of bliſs, upon the proſpect of the 
miſery of a friend whom we held dear in 
life. Would not this, ſay they, cloud 
the felicity of paradiſe, and make a breach 
in that perfect happineſs which we are 
taught to expect.“ 

Now in anſwer to this, let it firſt be ob- 
ſerved, that in our preſent and confined 
ſtat of knowledge, the beſt way to obtain 
the moſt complete intelligence whereof we 
are capable, as well in natural as in ſpiritual 
matters, is to aſcertain ourſelves, with all the 
evidence and ſatisfaction we can, of the truth 
of a matter; and arriving at this, we ſhall act 
wiſely, not to be ſhaken by every objection 
which may occur; ſince it is undeniable, that 
there is nothing either in nature or in grace 


which 
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which we can fully and adequately compre- 
hend. If the fact be fo in the natural world, 
as it is unqueſtionably, where the objects are 
before us, and ſubject to the cloſeſt exami- 
nation of our ſenſes; how much rather muft 
it be ſo in points relative to that /þirirual 
world, whereof we neither have, nor can 
have any dire& and adequate conceptions ? 
Revelation in theſe caſes is our only certain 
guide; and fromRevelation (to refer ſecond- 
ly, this general reaſoning to the particular 
point in queſtion) we have undoubted proof 
of mutual knowledge in a future ſtate. The 
text alone 1s a ſufficient proof: For, un- 
derſtood in any other manner, it conveys 
no diſtinct ideas ; certainly it conveys no 
conſolatory ideas: Whereas, it is plain, that 
David uſed it as the ſtrongeſt poſlible ar- 
gument of comfort to his ſoul, ** Though 
it is impoſſible for me to reſtore life, and 
to bring back my child from that future 
world into which he is enter'd ; yet will I 
ceaſe to grieve and lament, in the ſure, the 
conſolatory hope, That I ſhall go to 
him, and receive him again to my em- 
braces in that future world.” We find in 
the New Teſtament various proofs of this 

3 9 know- 
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knowledge ; it conſtantly repreſents the fu- 
ture ſtate, as a ſtate of mutual knowledge; 
for it tells us that we ſhall converſe with 
that we ſhall it down with, and in conſe- 
quence ſhall #now, Abraham, Iſaac and Fa- 
cob, and the reſt of the patriarchs and a- 


poſtles. * Now if we ſhall know theſe, 


is it not more than probable that we ſhall 
alſo know thoſe with whom we have been 
united in the deareſt bonds of friendſhip 
and concord upon earth? Again, Abraham is 
repreſented as known to, and well know 
ing Dives and Lazarus. To day, ſaid our 


Saviour to the penitent thief, halt thou 
he with me in paradiſe; plainly intimating 


mutual and perſonal Encaoleuge: Indeed, the 
whole enjoyment of heaven is founded 


upon ſuch knowledge : For, it is the con- 


ſcious individual who is to ſhare that en- 
joyment: it is his conſciouſneſs which not 


only conſtitutes his perſonality, but his en- 


joyment: And was a man deprived of this 


conſciouſneſs to which mutual knowledge 


is inſeparably joined; he would, if I may 
ſo expreſs myſelf, ceaſe to be himſelf; 


he would become another perſon. So that 


if we retain perſonal identity in a future 


See the Viſitor, Numb. 45. Vol. II. 
ſtate, 


3 
Rate, which I preſume no man will deny, 
we muſt retain mutual knowledge; for we 
muſt retain that conſciouſneſs, upon which 
this perſonal identity and knowledge de- 
pend. 

« But what then will be the ſtate of our 
minds, with reſpect to thoſe friends whom 
we muſt know to be in miſery, by not find- 
ing them in bliſs?” In the firſt place, 
with regard to this matter, leave it wholly 
to God: be afſur'd He will fulfil all he hath 
promiſed ; and never admit a doubt but 
that he will make, as he hath promi- 
ſed, our future happineſs complete. But 
in the next place let us obſerve, That tho 
a perfect acquieſcence in God's goodneſs 
is ſufficient to ſatisfy every humble mind; 
yet we may rationally conclude, that the 
ſtate of our ſouls will be ſuch in that future 
world, as not only entirely to approve, but 
to admire all the deciſions and determina- 
tions of our God. The love of him will 
undoubtedly be the ruling principle ; one 
which will abſorb all others, and con- 
ſequently, ſuffer us only to delight in that 
wherein he delights, and to love that only 
which he loves. 

The relations and connections of this 
world will then alſo be entirely diſſolved, 


Or 
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or at leaſt enlarged to the whole univerſe 
of beatified ſouls : and conſequent upon 
theſe ſentiments and relations, I humbly 
apprehend, our ſouls will loſe all at- 
tachment to thoſe who have loſt their at- 
tachment to God; and, though receiving 
augmentations of bliſs from the acceſſion 
of every virtuous friend to that bliſs, will 


feel neither pain nor concern for their ab- 
ſence, who have rendered themſelves un- 


worthy and miſerable. * 
See 


* Since the writing of this ſermon, happening to 
read one of the celebrated Mr, Saurin's diſcourſes, I 
met with the following paſſage, which, coinciding en- 
tirely with my own ſentiments, is here preſented to the 

reader in an Engliſh dreſs : 

There is a celebrated queſtion in the ſchools, ** Whe- 
ther we ſhall remember in heaven the connections which 
we have had upon earth? Whether the ſaints will 
know each other again? Whether the father will 
know again his ſon, whether the child his parent ? and 
ſo on:“ TI dare ſay that both thoſe who have taken 
the affirmative, and thoſe who have taken the negative 
ſide of the queſtion, have ſometimes done it upon equally 
flight foundation. 

On the one hand, the former have pretended to eſta- 
bliſh their theſis upon this opinion, that ſomething 


would be wanting to oy Rai if in the ceconomy 
of eternity we did not find again thoſe perſons with 


whom we were united by the moſt tender ties in the 


ceconomy of time. 
On the other hand, If we then knew each other, 
How, 


1 
See then, from the whole of this ar- 


gument, what motives ariſe for virtuous 


friendſhip, and true chriſtian love ! For 
it is to theſe alone that this argument ap- 


pertains, and the conſolation it brings, 
| It 


How, have the partizans for the latter opinion argued, — 
how would it be poſſible for a father to be happy in the 
poſſeſſion of a felicity, which he ſhared not with his 
children? or to be ſenſible of the pleaſures he ſhould 
enjoy at the right hand of God, while this fatal idea 
rankled in his ſoul — My children are for ever with 
the devil!“ 

Methinks the proof and the objection are equally ill 
founded. The poſſeſſion of God, is ſo capable of over- 
flowing a ſoul, that it could not dare to conſider as a 
thing neceffary to its felicity, the rene wal of thoſe ties, 
which it had juſt felt, during that ſmall point of time it 
paſſed upon earth. This is my objection to the proof. 

The ſame I urge againſt the objection: The poſ- 
ſeſſion of God, is fo capable of overflowing a ſoul, that 
it can love nothing but in Ged ; and that its felicity 
cannot be allayed by the miſeries of thoſe with whom 
they will then be wholly unconnected. 

A conſideration of another kind has always inclined 
me to their opinion who take the affirmative of the 
queſtion propoſed. The attributes of God, are cover- 
ed here below with innumerable veils. How often does 
he ſeem to love iniquity, by the favours he confers up- 
on the authors of the moſt impious devices? How of- 
ten does he ſeem to declare himſelf againſt innocence, 
by the- miſeries which he ſuffers to break looſe upon 

the innocent? How often have we ſeen tyrants upon 

the throne, and good men impriſoned ! Does not this 

dejecting phœnomenon preciſely furniſh us with one od 
t 
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It is not to every union in ſociety: It 
is not to every tempotal bond of good fel- 
lowſhip : It is not to every connection con- 
tracted for private, ſelfiſh, and -worldly 
views, that this high expectation be- 


longs, or its exquiſite comforts can be 
applied. 
the moſt powerful arguments for the doctrine of an uni- 
verſal judgment and another life? Which of our 
preachers has not told you, Judge nothing before the 
time? After Time, will come that day of re-e/tabliſh- 
ment of all things, which ſhall juſtify providence. 
Now, methinks this argument (which is conteſted 
only by Libertines and Infidels, and which is generally 
received by all Chriſtians and Philoſophers) favours, not 
to ſay inconteſtably eſtabliſhes, their opinion, who be- 
lieve that the Saints will know each other in another 
life. Without this, how could we acquieſce in the ju- 


ſtice of the ſentence paſſed upon them? Behold St. Paul / 
whoſe miniſtry was continually thwarted : What motive 


can ſupport him amidſt his trials? The expeCtation of one 
day ſeeing with his eyes, the conqueſts he hath gained 
for Jesus CHRIST ; thoſe ſouls which he hath wreſted 
from the devil; thoſe believers whom he hath cond ucted 
to the higheſt felicity. bat is our hope? ſays he to the 
Theſſalonians, What is our joy, and our crown of glory ? 
Are not even ye, in the preſence of our Lord Jeſus Chrif 
at his coming; Tea, doubtleſs, ye are our glory and our 
Iq. 2 4 

Maſters of families, it is this hope, it is this crown, 
which I ſet before you, to engage you to devote your 
children to God, by an holy education, &c, See Les Ser- 


mons de Saurin, tom, Xil, p. 24. 


Would 
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Would you receive its balm to your 
hearts, you muſt not only be careful to live 
in che diſcharge of thoſe duties, which 
through Chriſt, are the beſt preparatives 


for a happy death; but muſt endeavour to 


unite with you in the diſcharge of theſe 
duties, thoſe whom you love now, and 
deſire to love eternally: 

Mark then, how friendſhip coincides 
with every other principle, to recommend 
the faith of Chriſt, and the love of God! 
without which, as of every other bleſs- 


ing, ſo ſhall we be deprived of that which is 


the cordial of the heart; deprived of the 
bleſt, the chearful, the enrapturing certainty, 
of meeting again, meeting never more to 
part, thoſe who were very dear to us in 
life, and whoſe ſeparation from us we 
thought, and juſtly thought perhaps, our 
greateſt affliction and evil. 

* But can we bring them back again? — 
Alas! that is not in our power: and ſure- 
ly, if it, were it would be as little in our 


choice. 


No! dear departed friends | however 
we valued you here; however ſenſibly we 
feel your loſs; We wiſh not to ſee you 
ſtruggling again beneath the burthen and 
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the difficulties of mortality] We hail your 


ſafe arrival on that bleſſed ſhore, where the 


wicked ceaſe to trouble, and the weary are at 


reſt! Where the faithful meet their full 
reward, and the God of goodnels is their 
hope for ever 

Anxiouſly expectant of the day which 
ſhall ſet us alſo free from the priſon of the 
fleſh, and give us once more to your affec- 
tionate endearments; we will be mindful 
of the great truths which that glorious ex- 
pectation ſtrongly enforces: We will tread 
in the ſteps of your virtuous example, and 
endeavour, thro' the all- ſufficient grace of 
Jeſus, ſo to improve our ſouls, that they may 


be worthy of your acknowledgement, and 


meet for your inheritance in light ! Happy 
in this preparation; happy, in ſuch juſt 
and comfortable ſentiments, we will not- 
grieve, we will rejoice rather, when the 
meſſenger of death approaches! Full of chri- 
ſtian fortitude, of faith and love, Wel- 
* come, will we fay, happy conſummation 
* of our hopes! welcome thou pleaſing 
ce meſſenger of joy! oh, bear us inſtant 
* and without delay to the fight and em- 
* braces of thoſe, for whom we have ſo 
“long, and fo ardently figh'd! Bear us to 


5 Our 


TT 

« our Parents, to our Brethren, our Siſters, 
e our Friends! who ſtand ready to receive 
« and welcome us, and to introduce us to 
e that God, and that bleſſedneſs, which is 
as ſuperior to our higheſt conceptions, as 
eit is to the moſt exalted merits of Saints 
and of Angels.” 
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Page 4. line 6. dele then. 
17. 18. note, for they, read it. 
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